
 

KBC Ministry Reports 2019 

 
Introduction by Rev Tim Proudlove: 

People sometimes ask me: what type of 
church is KBC? What is the model? What 
is the plan? This is how I answer: We are a 
gathered-scattered church. We gather to 
scatter to gather to scatter. It’s our rhythm 
of life; it’s our way of being. 
We gather together again and again to meet 
with God, to speak with him, to hear his 
word, to renew our faith. We re-centre our 
lives week after week around Jesus Christ 
and the good news about him. We pray 
together, listen to his word together. We 
baptise people together, we eat the Lord’s 
Supper together.  
And then….we scatter. We scatter into our 
families and our workplaces and our 
neighbourhoods and our communities. We 
scatter to engage and be involved and live 
out our faith in our daily lives. We scatter 
as signposts - people who seek to point to 
Jesus by our words and by our deeds.  
This rhythm of life, this way of being, is 
how we are seeking to live out our faith at 
Kirkwall Baptist. And these reports are a 
celebration of that. Let’s keep the rhythm 
going - week after week, month after 
month, year after year. Let’s seek to 
continue to be faithful to what God has 
called us to in Christ Jesus.  

So let’s read these reports, celebrate the 
kind of things we are involved in, and 
continue to get stuck into whatever God is 
calling each of us to. Let’s keep gathering 
and scattering  and gathering and 
scattering, keeping the rhythm going week 
after week, month after month. Let’s 
continue to be faithful to what God has 
called us to in Christ Jesus. 

 

Crèche / Pre-School Sunday School 
report by Ingrid Nicolson: 

 
Pre-school Sunday School class is very 
small at the moment with 3-5 attending 
most weeks.  We have a very young class 
which presents its challenges when 
delivering a bible message to such a young 
stage- how do you explain the story of 
Lazarus to a 3 year old?  The class now 
meets upstairs in No 86 and follows the 
Bubbles materials from Scripture Union.   
Creche numbers are very similar.  Parents 
are a great support to one another as 
always and time in creche is often a time of 
sharing and encouragement.   
Many thanks as always to all our 
volunteers, special thanks go to Nicola 
Scott, Megan Nicolson & Carmen Sandison 
who have finished their time as teachers 
and a welcome to Helen O’Neil, Sarah Finn 
and Amy Smith who have volunteered to fill 
the gaps.   



We give thanks for the safe arrival of 
Matthew to Mark and Helen O’Neil, 
Charlotte to Kevin & Amy Smith, Si to 
Stella and Alvin Leong and Mabel to 
Kirsten and Michael Allan.  
Prayer points: 
Please pray for our Sunday School teachers 
that they may have wisdom to tailor a bible 
story, lesson and activity that captures 
attention in a simple but meaningful way 
please continue to pray for all our parents 
as they negotiate their way through 
parenthood.  For health, strength, patience 
– and sleep. 

Sunday School & Bible Class Report by 
Jane Scott: 

 

This year has been a busy one in Sunday 
School, with our renovations seeing us 
meet in a variety of different locations. Our 
teachers and helpers did an amazing job 
being very flexible and accommodating 
through it all. This year has also seen 
helpers placed in all our classes to support 
the teachers and help the kids to engage 
better during the sessions. Some of our 
classes can have up to 15 kids on a busy 
week, and we are really thankful for all our 
volunteers for their support; investing in 
the children's lives in this way. Another 
change this autumn is that Lindsay has 
passed on the overseeing of Sunday school 
to me. Lindsay has done a great job and we 
are very grateful for the blessing she has 
been, serving in this role over the years. It 
is an honour to be a part of this ministry, 
investing in the lives of those so dear to the 
heart of God. I would invite your prayers in 
particular for the children themselves, who 
God dearly loves, that we would be able to 
encourage them as they begin to discover 
for themselves who God is, and His great 
love for them. 

Youth Work Report by Donna Innes: 

 

As you all know, Kenneth is no longer 
employed and Donna is soon to be heading 
off too. This has left us in a time of 
transition which we are thankful for and 
believing that this is God’s plan for the 
youth.  

We continue to be encouraged by seeing 
the growth in the youth in terms of their 
relationship and walk with God. We are 
also encouraged by new youth that have 
come up after the summer and by the 
generosity of the seafarers centre in giving 
us a room to use for ourselves every Friday 
evening in which a lot of the youth worked 
hard to decorate over the summer.  

We are again very thankful for the 
continued work between the 3 Baptist 
churches and the relationships formed 
between the youth at joint events.  

We also give thanks to God for Soul 
Survivor this year where we saw 3 of the 
youth with us make a commitment to the 
Lord. It was a really encouraging and 
blessed time to spend as the last major 
joint event with the majority there, 
spending time together like a little family.  

Prayer points moving forward into this 
transitional season: 

- That the youth would still maintain some 
sort of stability, relying on the unchanging 
Father in the middle of the transition. 
- That we would continue to see 
commitments made and growth in 
closeness to the Lord.  
- For an employed worker to take on 
responsibility for the youth, using the skills 
of the leaders already present.  
- For at least one other female leader to 
start volunteering regularly in a Friday 
night.  
- There would be continued relationships 
and joint events between the 3 Baptist 
Churches and the youth would continue to 



build relationships with other Christians 
their age, across Orkney.  

The Point report by Amy Berry: 

 

After having a break while the building 
renovations were going on we are back now 
meeting on the first Friday of each month 
from 6-7.30pm.  

We are continuing with the same format: 
games, crafts, snack and a talk. We have 
enjoyed having Donna Cuthbertson coming 
along to teach the kids a Christmas dance 
routine! 

If you could continue to pray that all the 
kids would grow in their faith and for the 
leaders too. 

Summer Camp 2018 Report by Cameron 
Stout: 

 

SUMMER CAMP 2019 – Westray 8th -11th 
July 
THY KINGDOM COME 
We were back in Westray for summer camp 
this year, with over forty lively youngsters 
as well as some pretty lively cooks and 
leaders! Overnight campers ranged in age 
from 8 to 12, with a number of younger day 
visitors attending too. We had fewer leaders 
and helpers this year, some having to leave 

part-way through. Both speakers were also 
team leaders (something that is not usual 
for camp). Although numbers-wise it was 
legally adequate and the leaders did 
manage, there was little time to pray 
together as a team, or prepare and review 
each day. “Together time” for the adults is 
a key element at camp and this year there 
seemed to be too little of it. In the kitchen 
we had to call on extra help due to 
shortages there too – Rosalind was a 
champ yet again, dealing unflappably with 
unforeseen issues. 
The evening sessions were different this 
year, as we had two speakers collaborating 
for the talks. Each evening Carrie Stockan 
and Donna Innes shared the talk, skipping 
between one another with engaging 
PowerPoints and actively involving the 
campers with questions throughout. This 
worked well and kept everyone’s attention.  
We used the Lord’s prayer as a framework 
for different topics. 

Day 1 (Monday 8th July) It was warm and 
sunny and we had sports day organised by 
Mark and made good use of the beautiful 
Westray weather. 
Talk 1: What is prayer? Our Father (we can 
trust God as He is the perfect Father) 
Heaven (It’s a place, it’s where God lives, 
it’s where Jesus went and it’s where we will 
go), His holiness (set apart from us, pure 
and perfect in every way). His Kingdom (for 
there to be a kingdom there has to be a 
king, God’s Kingdom is anywhere where 
people are actively obeying the commands 
of their King). The most important 
commands (Mark 12:28) God’s will. 

Day 2 (Tuesday 9th) Morning at the beach 
– chillier than Day 1, so we had the indoor 
Gladiator challenge in the afternoon. 
Talk 2: ‘Give’ us this day our daily bread 
(manna) and our daily dependence on Him. 
Jesus said He is the bread of life. 
Difference between belly food and heart 
food.  Forgiveness (the meaning of debt & 
the meaning of sin) What Jesus did for us 
on the cross. Unforgiveness and the 
consequences.  

Day 3 (Wednesday 10th) Rainy day; indoor 
crafts making crowns, designing mugs and 
colouring-in. Party games and film. 
Talk 3: What is temptation? What is a 
conscience? How are we delivered from 



evil?  In prayer it’s important to listen as 
well as talk. 

Day 4 (Thursday 11th) Farewell day – 
cleaning and tidying the kirk and the 
school, packing and getting ready for home. 
As always, many thanks are due to all 
those who help with camp – time-wise, 
energy-wise, skills-wise.  It can’t happen 
without people who pray and support the 
activities financially, or without Westray 
Baptist Church handing over their building 
to us for the duration of camp.  Again it’s 
important to mention the shortage of adult 
helpers this year, and to acknowledge the 
contribution of those who stepped in to 
help at very short notice. 
Thank you all. 

Supa Club Report by Claudia Proudlove 

 

We are really thankful for how God 
sustained and helped us during the last 
year at Supa Club. God blessed us with a 
lovely group of 11 children last year. This 
year the group is a bit smaller as 5 girls 
moved up to the grammar school. We have 
6 - 8 kids that come at the moment. Some 
of the kids have church connections, but 
not all. Though on the one hand it would 
be great to have a few more kids, it is good 
to go a bit deeper with those who are 
coming. Several kids feel comfortable to 
pray out loud in the group which is new 
and one girl shared in a one to one 
situation that she was quite sad about her 
grandmothers recent death and I was able 
to pray with her. 
The biggest challenge last year was that we 
were a bit short of leaders but God 
provided several people just at the right 
time (Jane Fraser, Michelle Deyell, Kenneth 

McKinley) and now Helen O’Neil has joined 
our team (Doreen Norris and Claudia 
Proudlove) again for which we are very 
thankful. 

Asha Report by Michael & Rosey 
Whittles:

 
So here we are back in the UK and staying 
in Manchester- Rosey doing well now but 
Michael feeling rather poorly after 
returning home from Bangladesh on the 
7th November. The familiar fatigue at the 
end of another busy trip turned into 
something a little more sinister and on the 
8th he had to be admitted into A and E for 
tests, suffering from dehydration and a 
racking, chesty cough.  

I’m sorry, I’m in Manchester  
I didn’t mean to stay  
I was coming back from Dhaka  
When delirium got in the way  
I’m declining by the minute  
And I’m feeling very hot  
But they give me nothing for it 
‘Cause its viruses I’ve got. 
 
So it’s a journey on a gurney 
While the ceiling spins around  
Mosquitoes took my health  
When I was nearly safe and sound  
I’m exhausted now and fragile  
And I’m coughing fit to burst  
Yet I’m stuck in gloomy Manchester  
And that’s most definitely -the worst!  

A bit tongue in cheek! As there must be 
worse places than Manchester - I think. 
But nothing is quite as desirable as home 
when you are a bit unwell.  
But we did have a great visit despite the 
health issues. The girls of the project are 
almost without exception a delight to be 
with, and as usual we enjoyed catching up 
with our ever expanding Asha family. What 
a lot of kids there are now and some of 



them growing into teenagers. I said to more 
than one of them- “You know, your mother 
was just your age when I first met her 
twenty years ago!” They really must think 
us quite old!!  
The two work projects are both still going 
ahead, although with reduced numbers.  
In the case of Jiboner Asha group the girls 
who attend are very much part-timers and 
almost all have found other jobs during the 
day. But it’s still a community and even 
when the pre-Christmas work is done they 
will still choose to meet occasionally. 
Selina, who oversees the group and the 
school now has a full-time job as an 
assistant at Grace International School 
where we both taught years ago. She loves 
it and particularly the strong Christian 
ethos.  
The Rosey Foundation girls are now very 
few in number but much more needy and 
there are those who come every day still- to 
eat and share together with their children 
as much as to work. They were 
concentrating non new designs for our 
Asha Christmas Bazaar. It’s a safe place 
and a support network for them all. It’s 
also very much the focus of life for Martha 
and Dolly, our two unmarried staff. Rosey 
spends much time supporting and 
encouraging these two and they are very 
loving and generous in helping us too.  
The Coaching Centre is still of obvious 
benefit to the many girls who regularly 
attend and we tried to encourage and 
redirect the efforts of our staff as usual. 
Many of the sponsored girls come daily and 
we spent some time also visiting their daily 
schools or checking out on their problems.  
There are always many support needs and 
Rosey in particular was backwards and 
forwards rather too much to hospitals but 
with some great results. Amazing how 
many things just don’t get done unless we 
initiate them. There’s a great inertia can set 
in here and people get stuck in their 
circumstances in a fatalistic way. 
Sometimes it is just a little time and love 
needed. On other occasions it requires 
hours of patience and considerable cash.  
God provides for all our needs before we 
ask. As usual, the Lord gave us both lots of 
compassion and patience for people. Many 
things and individuals would be so hard to 
bear with were it not for the daily presence 
of God alongside us and we find that each 
of us always has specific grace from God 
for particular people - way beyond the 

natural. One of the greatest benefits to us 
both personally is always the infilling of 
love for others that we receive on our visits. 
It surprises us with great joy day by day, 
sometimes in quite bleak circumstances.  
At Harvest we used to sing, “All good gifts 
around us, are sent from Heaven above. 
Then thank the Lord, oh thank the Lord, 
for all his love!”  
The gift to us from the church Harvest 
offering day was a huge benefit to us in our 
last week in Bangladesh and enabled us to 
meet many urgent needs yet still manage 
the normal payments to school and 
projects. We were very grateful to receive it 
in time so a big thank you for enabling that 
to come to us.  
We were grateful for lots of encouragement 
too from home- particularly helpful during 
our times of illness or tiredness. We had 
some very practical assistance that enabled 
us to care for the needy ones and we thank 
you all for your love and encouragement to 
us and the way many of you participated in 
our daily activities and difficulties. It was 
great to feel you with us.  
Paul’s command to ‘offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice’ is not, we both feel, just a 
spiritual encouragement. In our work for 
Asha we are giving our whole bodies- and 
at times the pain and discomfort this 
involves- as part of our ongoing worship to 
him. In that context we do not bemoan the 
minor sufferings we must occasionally 
undergo to fulfil our calling. His grace is 
always more than sufficient. 

 



Orkney Bible Festival Report by Mervyn 
Sandison: 

 

The Sun rose on Friday 30th September 
2019 as usual. Shortly afterwards there 
was a phone call from Malcolm Duncan in 
Northern Ireland to tell us that he had 
fallen ill during the night and would not be 
able to come to Orkney to preach at OBF! 
Later that morning the organising 
committee met for prayer and planning and 
we decided to continue using local 
speakers. And so it was that John Clancy, 
Tony Wilkinson and Tim Proudlove 
preached at the three evening meetings on 
the subjects already chosen from John’s 
Gospel. 
God has taught us once again that we need 
to depend on him more than on individuals 
no matter how gifted they are. 
Gifts from the plate offerings were up on 
the year and so all our costs have once 
again been met. 
Finlay from Blythswood and Mark from The 
Word 121 brought us encouragement and 
challenge regarding Mission. 
There is an opportunity for someone to 
take on the promotion of 121 materials in 
Orkney.  
Looking to the future, we hope to organise 
an event with Andy Bannister in the spring 
and Sam Allberry hopes to visit us in 
Autumn 2020. 
Give thanks for Gods provision in every 
way this year and pray for guidance and 
wisdom for future planning. 

Prophecy Group Report by Jan Gordon: 

 

The Prophecy Group has seen a 
considerable drop in numbers over this last 
year so we are taking a wee break at the 
moment to consider what God wants for 
our group, with a view to starting again in 
the new year. Obviously one doesn't need to 
attend the group to prophesy but we try to 
be intentional in study and practice to 
eagerly desire this gift as per 1 Corinthians 
14:1. Please pray for the way forward and if 
you are at all interested in joining us then 
please don't hesitate to speak to me. We 
(up to now) have been meeting fortnightly 
to learn about the gift and how to develop 
the use of it in order to build up the body 
of believers, for comforting, and for 
encouragement. It's vital that we hear what 
God has to say in each and every situation 
we encounter through our daily lives. We 
are going through interesting times in our 
country, and in the world, and I believe 
hearing God's voice clearly is very 
important for His people to discern the 
signs of these times so we can be salt and 
light in a broken world. 
Thank you for already praying for us and if 
we can bless you in anyway, or if you need 
prayer etc, just please ask. 

Postal Bible School Report by Mervyn 
and Eileen Sandison: 

 

Bible Educational Services produce a range 
of Bible lessons and courses for children 
and young people, with the aim of teaching 
“the next generation the praiseworthy 
deeds of the Lord, His power and the 
wonders He has done.” (Psalm 78:4) Each 
month we send out approximately 30 Bible 
lessons throughout Orkney to children and 



adults. Some are marked by volunteers; 
others are used for personal Bible study. If 
any other parents would like to use this 
resource at home, please speak to us. 

We are very grateful to KBC for funding this 
work. We give thanks that God’s Word is 
being read and studied in different homes 
throughout Orkney and for people willing 
to mark the lessons. We are encouraged 
that a new request came in from a 9 year 
old boy from one of the islands recently. 
Please pray that children and adults are 
encouraged and strengthened as they use 
the lessons. 

Orkney Christian Healing Report by 
Muriel Drever: 

 

OCH is now into its second year (We are 
closed in July and August) as an 
‘independent’ group of 12. We are open 
from 8 – 9pm on Tuesdays but will stay 
later if need be! A team of three gather 
weekly – one on Reception and 2 in the 
Prayer Room.  
 The growing numbers of guests this 
session along with testimonies of blessing, 
healing and renewal of faith have been 
most encouraging for us.  God is good and 
always present as we prepare before 
opening and of course as we pray for 
guests. Often, how and what God speaks 
during the prep time reflects to guests and 
it’s exciting to see their response and hear 
feedback: 
‘ Best sleep I’ve ever had’ one guest said. 
Freedom from back pain which had 
bothered a guest for quite a while and 
remission from cancer are two more of the 
Lord’s gifts at OCH. Deep peace, joy or 
being ‘lifted from a dark place’ are also 
God’s blessings witnessed and shared. 
Recently the wife of a couple visiting OCH 

for their first time was amazed how easily 
her husband was able to get out of the 
chair. Previous to prayer it had been a real 
struggle for him and he’d had to be helped.  
We are very grateful to The Life Centre for 
the use of their tailor made premises and 
they continue to be gracious and 
considerate hosts. 
Thank you KBC for your prayers and also 
finance when needed. Please keep us in 
your prayers as you are led.  
New Team members are very welcome and 
will be given training OR if you would like 
to pray from home on Tuesdays, we start at 
7 15pm.  
Liz Carter and Muriel Drever (OCH Team 
leaders) 

Orkney Foodbank Report by Alan Scott: 

 

The foodbank continues to meet the needs 
of people going through hardship.  This has 
been a busy year following on from last 
November and December which were our 
busiest months on record. As in previous 
years, we have benefitted from many 
churches donating their Harvest 
Thanksgiving. Schools, too, have been very 
generous. At least four schools have 
contributed this year giving over 300 kg of 
food in total  We have also received help 
from the Scottish Government for Brexit 
emergencies and had two large deliveries 
from Aberdeen over the year. This has 
allowed us to build up our stocks 
somewhat and we should have enough to 
meet demand over the winter months. We 
are somewhat overstocked in some areas, 
beans or example, and are giving out extra 
at the present. 
As I said in previous years, it doesn’t take 
long for stocks to deplete if we have to 
supply large families.  
We are grateful to our volunteer staff who 
regularly give of their time to help.  We are 
also grateful to the people of Orkney who 



generously supply us with provisions 
through the Tesco collection point and by 
personal donation. We also have collection 
points in the Co-ops at Stromness, Dounby 
and Kirkwall (Picky). 
This year we have done refresher training 
for our volunteers and this has been 
helpful. 
In January we plan to invite referrers to a 
session in the foodbank to let them see 
what we do and clear up some issues about 
how we work. 

We work closely with Thaw and there is 
usually a representative from them present 
when we are open. They help with energy 
issues and we have a joint sum of money 
which can be used to help clients with 
energy costs. 

We also got funding from a Child Poverty 
support group which allows us to give more 
help with electricity when children 16 and 
under are involved. This is also used for 
families to buy children’s items at a local 
chemist. 

This year we have fulfilled 323 vouchers 
between 1st January and 31st October 
helping 385 adults and 282 children and 
we have distributed 8,345 kg of food. 

While we have had a number of new 
volunteers this year, some have also 
stepped down. 

Our Tesco special collection takes place 
over the weekend before the AGM. 

We have a new chair of the board, Rhoda 
Featherstone and some new trustees. 

Please pray for the people we help that they 
would see the love of God in us and 
through us and that they would find God 
for themselves. 

Vital Talk Report by Margaret Rendall: 

 

 

We continue to offer counselling to anyone 
over 16 years of age. We offer generic 
counselling, but Christians can choose to 
have Christian counselling if they wish. We 
also encourage anyone who wishes to train 
in counselling (the Diploma in Christian 
Counselling will start again in Edinburgh 
in 2021) so please speak to me if you are 
interested in this or in supporting us in 
any way. We are very grateful for the help 
we receive from Kirkwall Baptist Church in 
the form of financial support and 
encouragement, enabling us to carry out 
the work that we do and also that Gordon 
Jones has become one of our trustees this 
year.  

We give thanks 
• That counsellors give so willingly of their 

time to help their clients. 
• That two new counsellors have joined us 

so that people don't have so long to wait 
to be seen. 

• That one new counsellor has recently 
trained in 'child and youth counselling' 
with perhaps more to follow next year. 

• That The Life Centre has kindly given us 
somewhere to use as an office. We can 
now store files centrally and counsellors 
can access resources when in the 
building. 

We ask prayer for 
• Enough counsellors to cover the adult 

clients when the youth service starts. 
• Guidance as we start up a service for 

young people that the venue would be 
welcoming and appropriate. 

• Sufficient income to run the youth 
service alongside the adult service. 



• A good reputation in the community for 
both services. 

• Volunteers to come forward to help with 
fund-raising and reception duties once 
the new service is established. 

Starter Packs Orkney report by Noreen 
Wright: 

 
Things ticking along in the background 
with starter packs. Freda and Alec Bruce 
from the Salvation Army do most of the 
work. Freda's daughter is now helping as 
Freda hasn't been very well lately. 
Starter Packs has a space in the foodbank 
premises but everyone will be moving out 
of there eventually so just waiting to hear 
updates on that. 
Next year the Treasurer Wendy Gunn 
thinks we will need to look at raising some 
more money as the funds are depleting. We 
get a grant from OIC each year but it does 
not cover everything. A few years ago we 
had a week in the Blue Door and that has 
kept us topped up until now. 
I will let you know of any fundraising 
events happening next year. 
Noreen Wright 

St Rognvald’s Monthly Services Report 

 

Each Sunday at 2:30pm a half-hour service 
is held at St Rognvald’s led by churches 
from around Kirkwall. KBC takes the 
service on the fourth Sunday of the month. 

Charlie has been recovering from cancer 
treatment and was missed for a number of 
months but we are delighted to say he is 
now back leading the services on behalf of 
KBC. We are grateful for those who support 
us and especially Pat’s enthusiasm and 
encouragement to the residents in 
attending each month. David and Rob have 
been leading short devotional and 
evangelistic talks with others taking part. 
The opportunity to meet with and minister 
to the St Rognvald’s residents and staff has 
been a blessing to all who attend. Anyone 
is welcome to join the group. 

Street Pastors Report by Cameron Stout: 

 

Good relationships are maintained with the 
local police. We are able to respond to 
situations with which the Police are 
reluctant to get involved. For instance, we 
can assist intoxicated revellers to telephone 
for and get into taxis before they become a 
nuisance. 
We patrol the streets of Kirkwall in a team 
of at least three people on Saturday night 
between midnight and 3.30am or until the 
crowd outside Fusion disperses. Each team 
must consist of at least one male and one 
female. 

Our records show that in the first 10 
months of this year we have 
· provided support for 47 people 
· calmed the situation in 17 incidents 
· administered basic first aid to 7 people 
· helped people into taxis on 11 occasions 
· called an ambulance to 1 incident 
· brought 4 incidents to the attention of the 
Police. 

On average each month we have handed 
out 
· 260 lollipops as tension breakers 
· 20 pairs of flip-flops to young ladies 
having difficulty in walking 
· 10 bottles of water 
· 3 survival blankets 



· and picked up over 50 discarded bottles 
and drinking glasses. About 10% on 
average are broken. 

Young at Heart Memory Café Report by 
Lorna Reid: 

 
Young at Heart Memory café 

Forever Thankful and blessed to have had 
a lovely year with The Lord continuing to 
guide and encourage us as we support 
those living with dementia in our 
community.  
We are continuing with our 
intergenerational work with Papdale 
Primary School nursery department and 
having the kids attend the first Thursday of 
the month. This is all very positive and we 
have lots of fun and laughter. This year we 
did a Thanksgiving service as well as our 
usual Easter and Christmas events. This 
was well received as was our Christian 
Christmas magazines we distributed last 
year and would hope to do the same this 
year. Our funding has always come from 
generous donations and we have never 
been in need and it’s been a joy to walk 
with God knowing He will provide. It was 
with some reluctance, encouragement and 
prayer that we have applied for a grant to 
assist with the ongoing running and 
development of the café. The grant is 
through Life Changes Trust and we TRUST 
that if it is in the Lord’s will for the café 
then we will receive, otherwise we will 
continue as we are. We should know next 
month if we have been successful or not. 
 In closing I wish to recognise the 
commitment and support of all those who 
help and contribute to making the café 
what it is for those who attend. We have an 
amazing, loyal team who love Jesus and 
wish to serve Him in this way. Please pray 
that we will never lose focus on what The 
Lord’s vision is for the café. Also, that those 
who attend will sense His presence through 
the kindness and compassion shown.  

Alpha Report by Tim Proudlove: 

 

After a number of years of running 
Christianity Explored courses, we mixed 
things up this last year by turning to Alpha 
again. We were blessed to have a super 
team, with Sue and Edward helping 
alongside Claudia and myself. Four folk 
came regularly to the video series, three of 
whom would describe themselves as non-
Christians. Please pray for these folk, that 
they would come to know Jesus as Saviour 
and Lord. 
We plan to run the video series again in the 
new year, for four weeks initially. It seems 
that a 13-week series can feel too long for 
some folk to commit to, so we plan to invite 
people to the first four weeks and see from 
there. We have starting asking folk, and 
would encourage others to ask their friends 
and family also - everyone is welcome. We 
simply long to introduce anybody and 
everybody to Jesus, and that is the reason 
for running this series. 

The Gideons - Bible Distribution. Report 
by Rob Proudlove: 

 

The group continues to be small, but was 
encouraged by a visit from Shetland 



colleagues, who also obtained some helpful 
information about guest houses requiring 
Bibles. Having thus ‘primed the pump’, we 
have divided up the work into geographical 
areas and are proceeding with Bible 
placements. 
We’re grateful that while some 
establishments declined Bibles, there are 
still many open doors, and we have been 
able to place some 32 guest Bibles . This 
represents ‘seed sown’; please join with us 
in ‘watering it’ with your prayers that God 
would draw some to open both the Bible 
and their hearts to Him, 

NHS Chaplaincy Report by Rev. Gordon 
Jones, Chaplain & Spiritual Care Lead, 
NHS Orkney 

 
This has been a year of great blessing. 

Important contacts have been made and 
relationships nurtured within NHS Orkney 
and with the local community. Staff and 
student training has improved 
understanding of what a healthcare 
chaplain can offer and has led to a 
significant increase in the number of 
support referrals for patients, family 
members and for staff themselves. Staff 
have been introduced to new ways in which 
they themselves can better provide 
spiritual care for others: emphasising the 
'care' part of 'healthcare.' Compassionate 
and talented members of the community 
have been recruited and trained as 
chaplaincy volunteers to be based in the 
hospital or as part of a new GP practice-
based therapeutic listening service to be 
inaugurated in 2020. 

Public engagement opportunities have been 
many and fun: delivering presentations on 
healthcare chaplaincy, providing pastoral 
visitation and listening skills training to 
local congregations, my work supporting 
staff to transition to the new Balfour being 
featured in The Orcadian newspaper, 
organising a well-attended information day 
for local faith and belief group leaders, and 
more. 

Beyond the local level, I have been part of 
the conversation in Scotland about how 
best to use and support healthcare 
chaplains, I have contributed to the 
direction of the profession across the UK by 
helping to shape official standards and 
competences documents, and I had an 
article published in the international 
Health & Social Care Chaplaincy journal. 
These are not insignificant things but my 
favourite part of the job is engaging directly 
with individuals. 

Bed-side hospital visits as requested, 
preparing and leading funerals and 
memorial services, and performing the 
occasional emergency wedding are some of 
the more traditional aspects of the 
chaplain's role that persist. The ongoing 
integration of health and social care has 
provided an opportunity to deliver a 
monthly mid-week service of worship at St 
Rognvald's House. 

The visibility of my role has led to direct 
invitations to serve the local Christian 
community. I have had opportunities to 
preach in different congregations and 
across denominations, to deliver a 
Christmas service specifically for people for 
whom Christmas is not a time of joy, to 
lead one of the Holy Week services in St 
Magnus' Cathedral, to serve as a member 
and contribute to the work of the Kirkwall 
Council of Churches, to write a couple of 
devotional articles published in the Orkney 
Farmer magazine, and to be Joseph in last 
year's popular "Mamma Mia!" nativity play. 

My wife Kirsti and I are pleased to have the 
support of a warm and welcoming 
congregation, and to serve in ways such as 
leading Sunday School and hosting the 
East Mainland home group.  

Please pray that I would receive sufficient 
wisdom and strength to serve faithfully in 



every context and situation. Please pray 
that the new NHS listening service will be 
successful. And please give thanks that my 
family and I have found a lovely new home 
and a whole host of wonderful new friends. 

 

Christmas Events Team Report by 
Claudia Proudlove 

 

Our hope and prayer for last years 
Christmas services was that more people 
would be introduced to Jesus and some 
would join the Alpha course that followed 
in the new year. We were thrilled that four 
people came to the Alpha course and one 
person in particular came as a result of 
attending the Carols by Candlelight Service 
and hearing about the Alpha course there. 
The various events went well, many guests 
particularly attending the Carols by 
Candlelight Service. New last year was the 
Blue Christmas Service for people who find 
Christmas a harder season. This years 
planning has already started and we are 
thankful to Sarah Finn, Amy Berry, Helen 
O’Neil, Amy Smith joining us in our team.  
Hannah Casey and Claudia Proudlove. 

Please continue to pray! 

 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer.” Rom. 12:12


